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04 The head of every lecture is "Obey God, obey the Prophet 
(s), andobey your leaders" (An-Nisa' 59). Wearegathering 
insha Allah, in a blessed gathering, allof us on the same 
level and the same position; no one is higher or lower: all 
of us human beings are servants before one same Lord, 
almighty Allah. There is no one higher or lower than the 
other before Him. Weare all brothers and sisters. Inevery 
association we have to ask support from our Lord, Almighty 
Allah. This is important because all of us have an ego 
making bad demands, * gwWJbL 5 „LJ yw nafs ammaratunbis-su’. 
That nafs in ourselves is always trying to deviate us from 
the right way. So we ask for Allah’s support, for without 
His support, every association is like an association of 
orphans. By asking support of our Lord, inspirations come 
to the heart and blessings come to our gathering. 


Whenever we sit, whenever we move, as the Prophet (8) 
said, we must always remember God. Remembering God is one 
of the most important aspects of the Islamic religion. 
Everyone must know how to believe in God, how to believe 
what the Prophet (s) has shown us in hadith and sunna. We, 
Ahl as-Sunna wal-Jamafa, are all of us fighting BID‘A 
because, as the Prophet (s) said,{/S%4 Jiwa icun US... 

oC) (m8 Ae "Every innovation is an error and every 
error is thrown into the fire." Therefore everyone must 
fight bidfa. But you have to understand the meaning of 
bid'a. EE 





in the Arabic language, is isc „że ii» „lo 
e „JI „alu Cnt 90 : a way invented in religion, going 
against the rules and laws get down by Islam, and bringing 
new things that the Prophet (8) did not say or do, or that 
the sahaba did not say Or do. The sahaba must be considered, 
because the Prophet (8) said: gd lade 9 i Se 
ras YA "you have to follow my sunna and you have to 


follow my khalifs after me” (Bukhari and Muslim). So 
(8) and by his 


whatever is not done by the Prophet 
companions may fall under the heading of innovation. That 
is the meaning of bid'a. Whatever the Prophet (s) has done, 


and whatever the khulafa’ ar-Rashidin--the four Rightly- 
Guided khalifs--as well as the other Sahaba, have done, 
cannot be considered innovation, because of that hadith of 


Tnnovation, 








the Prophet (s). 


From the beginning of the Prophet’s (8) message in 
Islam, sayyidna Abu Bakr as-Siddiq accepted everything the 
Prophet (s) said with the words: "Sadaqta, You have spoken 
the truth, ORasulullah." That is why he was called Siddiq. 
All khalifs were believing in the Prophet (8) without 
arguing. We don’t like to argue. We are not argumentative 
people but people who are afraid of our Lord, asking mercy 
and asking blessings. We love the Prophet (s) and we belive 
he is the best servant that God has created for he himself 
said: "The time that I am happiest is when my Lord calls me 
his servant." In other words, "That title for me is enough 
" We love our Prophet (s) and we worship 
and we believe that the 
(s) sent DY 
ne--not 


and a great honor. 
our Lord alone, without partner, 


Prophet (s) is the Messenger of God, a Prophet 
God to this nation, inorder to show Islam to everyone” ja 
only for Muslims, but Jews, Christians, atheists, buddhi8*' 


Hindus, and everyone else. 


In this country there are many non 
That is why * 


would like to bring themto Islam. ph 
argue too much. Argument between | K 
confusion. Understand that we do z 
something. We don't know anything. "e that YU o 
say to themselves: "O my ego: don't Ry Ls pee 
know something, because God gaid: wę f g gome0” 

VI t GA 8 j w "Above every knower ~= 


Muslim 
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more" (Yusuf 76). You cannot reach the highest level. 
Therefore you always need books and references in order to 
take ahadith from here and ahadith from there in order to 
teach people. That is why we always have to look to someone 
who knows better than us and to take from his knowledge and 
make it your own. For that reason four Imams were kept-- 
Imam Shafici, Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Ibn Hanbal, Imam Malek. 
They came to explain things for us and make everything easy 
for us in order for us to understand. However, they 
sometimes say contradictory opinions or explanat ions of the 
same matter. Sometimes scholars might be wrong and they 
might be right. Insha Allah, we are asking our Lord to 
inspire us in our heart with something that will be right as 
much as possible. We cannot say we are 100% right or 90% or 
80% or 50%. We are students. We aretrying, and insha Allah 
God will accept our efforts. 


Even Imams sometimes make mistakes. Even a khalifa 
of sayyidna Muhammad (s) can make a mistake, as is seen by 
sayyidna CUmar Ibn al-Khattab's (r) example. He was on the 
minbar once and giving the Jum*a khutba, the Friday sermon 
before prayer, and he was telling people not to ask too much 
dowry in marriages, because of the poverty of some people. 
A lady heard this and exclaimed, "How do you say this, O 
CyJmar? Who allowed you to say this, when God says inQur'an: 





3 Fylde diya pay g'g LSL g'g Jamal pial uly) 
{/ Lime ’ Leila TIERT PEREN Ll 7 COR T | packs 
Vs sudi 5 y gas 


"But if you decide to take one wife in place of another, 
don't take back any of what you had given the latter as 
dowry, even if it is aqintar, a huge amount...’ (An-Nisa’ 
20)? This means that God has accepted big dowries O “Umar ! 
How do you say no?" 


What did sayyidna “Umar say? He is not like the 
scholars of our day! YL awh asi --they don't recognize 
their mistake when told, and continue saying "We are right!" 
And they are ignorant. Sayyidna “Umar was humble. He said: 
„a acl, 56 JI daa "The lady is right and cUmar was 
wrong." This is also an example for our American brothers 


and that there is no discrimination 
by this lady giving the khalif an 
Another example was shown b 
when he ordered the sahaba ża 
because the Pro ! al no one shaved his na ya 
sause -ophet (8) himself did not shave. Hig "ad 
ya rasulullah, do you accept my advice? Shave f wife 
they will follow. " He said, "You have spoken the trut irst; 
OMA ana all of them shaved after him. Islam Srna: he 
discrimination; but there are some ignorant P made 
NRE and they are showing Islam as a rel Sód en 
ZE See AA will DY OCE Americans apt 
Americans Been iations O SEA a SWE most ly kai 
from SĄ: the RE Rb more Rus O into rand 
<i ORS a non-Muslims. Insha Allah, with everyo A 
oe coming together as one hand, ail this Z ji 
This) 16 our hops ano pravde) MÓJ 


and gisters to underst 


in Islam, 
opinion and 
the Prophet ( 
ahave their hea 


said, 


be Muslim one day. 
Allah. 


sf een a eet «oa 
udents. We are not big 
scholars nor are we saying about ourselves that we know 
everything. But we Arabs or Afghanis or Pakistanisare born 
in Islam, while others are still new in Islam. We have‘ 
at is easy for us, in order for our new 
lly Amer icans, topract ice and fee! 
and love Islam more. hese 
but they have that 


They want +0 kno" 


find something th 
Muslimbrothers, especia 
get rewards, 
anything about Islam, 
ht in their heart. 
nnot tell them everything yo ad 
n away! They cannot €Y 2: $ 
un away OF do you want t for 
you have to find wA? 

ay 


t these way 


encouraged, 
brothers don’t know 
faith and that 119 
something- you ca 
rightaway - They will ru 
Arabic. Do you want them tor 
o If you wan 
And the prophet (8) 
very easy: 









come 
them. Ana 
because it 18 
to the heart q sia 21 
and coming into Islam ques sricans: 
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we have to find a way of worship that gives you 
abundant rewards. You have to understand that every moment 
we are making mistakes. Adam (8) ate from the forbidden 
tree, he made one mistake, and God sent him to earth and out 
of Paradise. We are doing mistakes all day long. How are we 
going to find ways that the Prophet (s) showed us in order 
that these mistakes be lifted from us? This is why we must 
run after the sunna of the Prophet (8), looking for 
different ways, different kinds of worship we must do in 
order to be rewarded and blessed by our Lord and enter 
Paradise on Judgment Day insha Allah. 


Prayers are obligatory for everyone five times aday. 
We don’t say that we have to find new ways in Islam. We are 
not running after bidfa and innovation. But do not follow 
words literally and fail to read between the lines. we 
don't want tobe like Satan. Understand--and this is first 
to myself--that if we don't understand the Prophet’s (8) 
teachings, even though we know the words, we will be failing 
and be like Satan. You must sit with humbleness and ask your 
Lord for more blessings and more mercy. Don't sit as Satan 
sits--proudof himself. Satan was someone who hadmemorized 
letters and words without understanding their meanings, 
because Satan has accompanied all prophets from our father 
Adam until the Judgment Day, and got benefit from the four 
books that came down until our time: the Psalms, the Torah, 
the New Testament, andthe holy Qur’an. He knew all kinds of 
knowledge. He also worshipped his Lord non-stop for 2,000 
years. That was not like our worship, for he worshipped in 
the Divine Presence, looking at What he was worshipping, 
that Light in the Divine Presence in Paradise. Here, 
everyone has bad thoughts or is thinking about their houses, 
their families, what they are going to cook for tomorrow-— 
because it is Thanksgiving--or how their business 18 
getting on... Perhaps some of us are thinking, "Where are 
we going to buy the turkey from? Safeway or somewhere 
else?" | 


Everyone, intheir prayer, has some kindsof thoughts 
which come to him. Satan, however, did not have any 
thoughts. Yet, unfortunately for him, God gave himanorder 
and he did not accept. Why? Because Satan did not have the 


% 4 i « 
pik 4 
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wisdomof knowledge. Hewasonlymemorizing letterswithout 
going deep inside those lettera. He was ordered to maka 
prostration for Adam and he said: "How can I make 
prostration to someone I am superior to increation?” Pride 
came up. "I am better than him. Who is he? You created him 
fromearth; and you created me from fire. Fire is better, it 
is energy and light." Having knowledge but not possessing 
the understanding of that knowledge, Satan disobeyed his 


Lord and was cast out. 


Now through science discoveries are made. Famous 
scientists are in the lab doing experiments. If they look 
at that substance [water], for example, they say this ja 
hydrogen and oxygen. Do you accept this claim? Most accept 
it. Until they discovered it, however, noone accepted such 
a claim. Scientists say, "This is H+0--two hydrogen atoms 
and one oxygen," and it is a reality, but only two or three 
hundred years ago if you said that this water was hydrogen 
and oxygen they would put you in prison and hang you. They 
would say "you are coming against the teaching of the 
Church" or "You are bringing something new." When they 
discovered it later they said, "Yes, we accept." Why 
wouldn’t they accept it before if I said this is not water 
but two elements combined to make water? Why did you accept 


it only when you saw it? 


Also, in religion, there are some kinds of inner 
meanings. Religion is not like reading a story or reading 
If you say you are going to read a story i 
n what is the miracle of the Qur'an? What pacer" 
it mean if God were to send it merely as a story? If 3 ne 
merely a story then why write it in a way that no YA "alt 
to write anything like it? The reason 18, ey Lead, you 
way, if I read, I understand differently; if cd hey want 
understand differently. Everyone can take wna! 
from it; but there are guidelines. 


history. 
history, the 


an 
nces 
e he 


Letters make words. RÓ) etwee? u 
sentences give you something to pees read W PY 
| | lar 1 ou At O 
lines. You are not a scholar Wa ld. You must n yo 
ike a chi differer 


are nothing yet, you are lik Aae 
read between the lines. wha 
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read words, and when a child reads words and says, "This is 
what I am reading." Is your understanding the same as that 
child's? It cannot be. Yet, if you cannot understand by 
reading between lines, and nevertheless want to take Qur’an 
and hadith of the Prophet (s) as if you are reading a story 
or a history, a young child can read Qur'an just like you, 
not understanding the meaning and not reading between tne 
lines. There is no benefit. 


If there is no benefit in reading the Qur’an, then why 
did God make balagha (beauty of expression) and i jaz 
(inimitability) inQur'an? Why is it that no one can write 
something like the Qur'an? Because it is God’s words. Can 
God‘s words be understood like our own words? Are these 
like words that we are writing by ourselves? God’s words 
are such that whenever anyone reads, they take benefits and 
inspirations from them, differing one from the other and 
from person to person. That is why you find many scholars 
and Culama of Qur'an, and every “alim gives you a different 
explanation. The essence is there: believing in God and in 
the Prophet (s); but there are different inspirations. 


In most Arab countries nowadays, and parts of 
America, they broadcast on TV or distribute tapes of the 
tafsir of Mutawalli Shafrani, a big scholar in Islam. Why is 
that? He isexplaining Qur'an, and everyone is fascinated 
at his insight, his understanding, his explanations and 
wisdom. Why? because he can read betweenthe lines. Qur an 
and hadith is not history. When you read them, you are 
reading secrets. He is giving out new explanations not 
heard before: why do we not say "This is new, therefore we 
don’t accept"? Because there are new inspirations and new 
ways of explaining Qur'an at all times for all people. If 
you don't understand between the lines, you cannot be a 
scholar, or amaster, ora teacher in Islam. You are going 
to be like children: asthey read, we are reading, and as we 
are reading, they can read. 


Why didn't Satan believe in Moses (s) when God 
gave him the tablets? Why didn't he believe in David (8) 
when God sent himthe Psalms? Why didn't he believe in Jesus 
(8) when God gave him the Gospel? Why didn't he believe in 


8 


the Prophet Muhammad (8) when God gave him Qur'an? Because 
he was memorizing letters and nothing else. If you insist 
on being like Satan, memorizing only letters and words 
without understanding, reflect on this saying by Imam 
Shafifi, "If a hundred “alim come to me to debate me, I will 
win over them by power of proof; but if one ignorant person 
comes to debate me, that person will win over me. " This is 
because an ignorant person, as much as he is shown proof, 
will insist on saying "NO! Idon’t understand it like that.” 
If you don’t understand it like that, perhaps it is because 


you are crazy, because 90% of Muslims understand it like 


that. Why should we be disturbed or feel responsible if you 
insist on being with the 10% that do not want to understand? 
The Prophet (s) said, "Everyone’s actions is judged 
according to his intention." We want to understand that 
hadith as 90% of Muslims understand it: we are not going to 
accept the interpretation of the 10%. 


We have to look at Qur’anwith understanding. We have 
to look at hadith with understanding. Then we have to 
follow the sunna of the Prophet (s) and what he ordered. If 
we follow, we will be rewarded; and this is our belief. We 
are not inventing new things in Islam. We are following 
what the Prophet (s) has ordered and what his khalifs have 
practiced. We are Ahl as-Sunna wal-Jama‘a, we know our 
duties in worship, both obligatory and voluntary. We know 
what the Prophet (s) has showed us, and we are moving on that 
path insha Allah. 


During prayer, after the Imam’s loud recitation of 
Fatiha, some people answer with a loud "AMIN," and some 
people do not. Can I say to those who don’t say "Amin, ` "you 
are mistaken"? Or can I say to those who say "Amin" in 4 
jahri voice in jama”a--in a group--that they are wrong, 9! 





. | : ni LN 
that they are saying something that is not onise "2 
Islam? No. Imam Abu Hanifa said: No need to Say AMOR say 


loud voice; but Imams Shafi“ and Abu Hanbal said Ye?” 
Amin out loud as a group. 

tation done a 
g our 


isn t AMIN dhikrullah? Isn't it areci 
group, a remembrance of God, asking and raisin 


| nd can 
Him as a group? This is an evidence and a proo* * 
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checked in all mosques. Now, some people gay, "If the 
Prophet (s) didn't say or doit, wedonot accept it." Inthe 
time of the Prophet (s), some people said Amin in a loud 
voice, some didn't. Can we say that those who did not say it 
were wrong, Or vice-versa? No, because it was according to 
intention. Can we say Imam Abu Hanifa was wrong? We cannot: 
can all Afghanis and Pakistanis, for example, be wrong, and 
all Shafifis be right? No, but * ty mów | ai>) -- 
"differing opinions in my umma is a mercy,” therefore the 
difference of opinions between Imams is a mercy. This is 
good evidence for reciting in a group. We say "Amin" ina 
group as we say "Ya Allah" in a group. There is no 
difference; and we are going to give more evidence, insha 
Allah, from Qur'an and hadith. 


10 


EXAMPLES FROM QUR'AN 
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God said in Qur'an: "The greatest thing is Dhikr 
Allah" (A1-TAnkabut 54). Thus remembering your Lord and 
reciting His Holy Names is the greatest thing you can do. 


(aS 5G! 1 '9 „S531L9) 
oY EA] O ) Qu 
"Remember Me, I will remember you" (Al-Baqara 152). 


The pronouns here are plural because they are meant to 
address a group. 
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God said about the Prophet Yunus (s), when the whale 
swallowed him, that "If he had not been one of the recter® 
<A —— ho 
of My Names (musabbihin), he would have remained inside the 
whale’s stomach until Judgment Day." (As-Saffat 143-144) 


What was Yunus doing inside the whale? was he givi”g 
a lecture to someone? Some people say nowadays that "dhikr 
is a lecture, not a recitation of God's Names." Who wae 
sayyldna Yunus giving a lecture to, or advice, Or a anor?” 
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inside the whale? Can being "one of the musabbihin,” oneof 
those who praise God, mean that he was reading Qur’an? 
Rather, he was asking and calling his Lord by His Names and 
Attributes. 


Some people don’t want to understand. As we quoted 
Imam Shafifi above, "If an ignorant person comes to debate 
me, that person will certainly win over me.” This is 
because ignorant people do not understand except their own 
opinions. They are rigid and stubborn; but if you want to be 
like 90% of Muslims, and be of the Ahlus Sunna wal Jama'a, 
look at the people who do dhikr: Are we missing one of tne 
prayers? We do all the prayers--even more sunna and nafl 
than the average; we fast; we believe in God and the Prophet 
(s); and we are remembering our Lord every night, sometimes 
holding a meting for six hours. People come to these 
assemblies from great distances. It is not easy. These 
people are Americans: if you are not going to teach them 
with a loud voice, how are they going to learn? How will 
they learn to recite Fatiha properly? What about Qul 
huwallahu ahad or Alam nashrah laka sadrak? At least we are 
teaching something. what are those critics doing? Let them 
try to bring one person out of a discotheque. It is easy to 
teach people already coming to the mosque. What is the 
benefit? You must bring more. 


SAU) aala gati Oy) Gee yo U!) 

Load “abl Gg Stee GS MLS YI LT bes 
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God said in Qur'an in Ali “Imran: "Tae pad tts ate 
heaven and earth and the change of izy p ls 
siana for people who have WISAOM:=  t eqinnin 
cree $ ana wisdom. As we said in the wa £ 
of this lecture, do not be like Savane do 

knowledge without wisdom; you must ie standing UP: 
who remember (and recite and call) S9 all the 


E. 3 | i “tie n rh i means: 
sitting, and lying on their sides- This 
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time, non-stop, and it is plural, 
singular, yadhkur. This is to give evidence that it can 
be a group of people, "standing," A: M precisely as 


we are sitting, and "lying down.” 





EXAMPLES FROM HADITH 


We are, insha Allah, going to take some hadiths about 
reciting dhikr and remembering our Lord through His Names 
and Attributes for all time: that is, from the time of the 
Prophet (s) down to our time. These hadiths cannot be 
changed. What Muslims have agreed on cannot be changed. 
When “alims and scholars agreed on something which we are 
believing in, as Ahl as-Sunnah wal-Jama‘at we cannot say no. 
We are, inshaAllah, going tomention some of these hadiths. 


I 
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the Prophet (ey ent Sayyidna Mufawiya said that one day 
companions a i as he wag going out, came by a circle of his 
Bitting Śniegu Said: "What is the reason that you are 
Or rememb They said: "We sat here recitingdhikr Allah 

ering Allah and Praising Him because He has given 
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us Islam." If I want to remember and call you, how do I call 
you except by your name? And God has 99 names mentioned in 
Qur'an. According to the Prophet (8), "Whoever memorizes 
them enters Paradise," and also: "Call Him by those names.” 
we shall see later that there are many ways to remember God- 
aby saying Alhamdu lillah, Shukran lillah, 
Astaghfirullah... All this is tahlil and tahmid and takbir 
and tadhkir. There are many ways. 


How can you praise God? Can we praise Him by telling 
a story or recounting history? By speaking about this world 
and its pleasures? How can we praise God except by saying 
"We are thanking You, O God," and reciting His Names and 
Attributes inthe way that the Prophet (s) hastoldus? That 
is why they are calling Him in pilgrimage: "Labbayka 
Allahumma, labbayk." The hadith stated jalasna. It is 
plural, not singular. It referred to an association of 
people ina ring, not one person. Nowadays they say: recite 
(the praise of) God in your heart. We do not say no. But 
people also sat with the Prophet (s) reciting (the praise 
of) God in association, and this hadith is in Sahih Muslim! 


Jer 
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In Sahih Muslim again: Abu Said al-Khadri and Abu 
Hurayrah witnessed that the Prophet (8) said: "NO group of 
people (qawm) sit remembering God or reciting H18 PRE 
except angels encircle them and God sends down On ie 
blessings and mercy and God is going to remember them 11 : 
Presence." 


3 d reward 
This makes it clear that the understanding an 
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of dhikr is through praise (tasbih, tahlil, tahmid, takbir, 
tamjid) which is covered by the word dhikr and its 
understanding. 


III 
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In Bukhari: From Abu Hurayrah: The Prophet (s) said: 
God said: If My servant remembers Me or calls Me in heart, I 
will remember him in myself, and if he remembers Me and 


calls Me in a group, I am going to remember him in a group 
better than his group. 














IV 
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InTirmidhi and Ibn Maja: Ibn Jubair heard the Prophet 
(s) say: "The best dhikr is La ilaha illallah." The Prophet 


(8) did not say, "the best dhikr is making a lecture"; OF 
giving advice"; or "sitting ina group but reciting alone 


1. LL 
ee i heart," although this can be done, but not in 4 
p: do it at home, according to the verse in Qur 'an; 
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ES 
God said: "Call your Lord with humility and fear ina 
secret way or in a hidden way, in the mornings and in the 
evenings, and be not among the unheedful." (Al-A‘raf 205) 
It is evident that when you are sitting alone, you are going 
to ask your Lord alone, by yourself, ina soft voice. How 
can you ask Him in a loud voice then? But when you are 
sitting in a group, it is as when we are praying and saying 
"Amin." Why do many of us say it loud, according to Imam 
shafici and ahl al-Sunna? Also, some people are saying it in 
their heart according to Imam Abu Hanifa: this is accepted. 
The heart is accepted; the tongue is accepted. Both ways 
are acceptable and you cannot say no. 


From II and IV above it is now clear that if two or 
more people are sitting together saying LA ILAHA ILLALLAH, 
angels are going to encompass them and bless them, and God 
is going to give them mercy, and they are going to have 
sakina (satisfaction) in their heart, and God is going to 
mention them in His presence. 













V 
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In Bukhari and Muslim: Abu Hurairah reportedthat the 
Prophet (s) said, If aman says everyday "Subhan Allah wa bl 
hamdihi" one hundred times, all his sins are forgiven even 
though they are as innumerable as foam on the sea. In 
another hadith in Muslim we have: Sa 'd Abu Waqqas sahii SASS 
when we were with the Prophet (8) he asked whether any 238 
was capable of acquiring 1,000 blessing8 daily, and pry 
someone asked how, he replied: "If he say8, ees 000 
100 times, 1,000 blessings will be recorded for himor "io 
Sins will be removed from him." We follow this by saying + 
dhikr: "ya Subhan!" and "Subhan Allah!" 
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In Bukhari and Muslim: The Prophet (s) said that 
God has angels roaming the roads to find the people of 
dhikr, i.e. those who say La Ilaha Illallah, and when 
they find a roup of people (qawm) reciting dhikr, they 
yje each other and encompass them in layers until the 
cane heaven--the location of which is in sar 
an kenge, This is to say, an unlimited pune? ay: 
"whe 8 are going to be over that group. He di an't s 
e 14 ELOI find one person." Therefore it is 4 mus’ 
going POND to get this particular reward. 
together> “CY dhikr separately if we are you 
Sanna You have to read between the lines: wn you 
are sitoi”, TA ILAHA ILLALLAH alone in a corner "„;ęęjng 
in a ng in a group! What is the benefit of 8 
group then? It would be better, in that 
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o to your home and recite dhikr alone! g RT =, 
ngais, and He knows already--but he sdke YA Sri es 
assure it and make it understandable for US=-"Yhar = 
my servants saying?" He did not Bay “abd, servant. hak 
cibadi, servants in the plural. The angels Say: ‘the 
are praising You (tasbih) and magnifying Your mpd 
(takbir) and glorifying You (tahmid), and giving You the 
best Attributes (tamjid)." Can you say that all this ia 
a lecture? Can you say that this is silent? Rather 
this is saying ‘Alhamdulillah.’ God says: When we read 
what God is saying, we feel happiness coming into our 
heart: you have to feel the sweetness of the words of 
the Prophet's (s) narration of this hadith. Anyone who 
understands Arabic will know what we mean: you feel as 
if you were melting! We must know also that the Prophet 
(s) said that the happiest day in his life was when God 
called him Sabd, "my servant". It is enough honor for 
me to be once called the servant of God, even if He 
wishes to put me in hell after that. "Have they seen 
Me?" The angels answer: "O our Lord! They did not see 
You." He says: "(They are praising Me without seeing 
Me,) what if they see Me!" God is asking what they are 
going to do at the time they see Him. At that time, we 
are going to melt. The angels answer: "O our Lord, if 
they saw You, they are going to do more and more 
worship, more and more tasbih, more and more takbir, 
more and more tamjid!" He says: "What are they asking?" 
Angels say: "They are asking Your Paradise!" — What is 
the meaning of Paradise? Understand that Paradise 18 an 
Ocean of Love, an Ocean of Happiness, and you cannot 
imagine what God will give you in Paradise out of that 
Ocean. He says: "Did they see Paradise?” They say: "O 
our Lord, no, they have not seen it.” He says: "And how 
will they be if they see it?" They say: "If they ane 
Paradise, they are going to be more attached = 
attracted to it!" He says: "What are they fearing are 
running away from?" When we are saying, “Ya aa iya ha 
Forgiver), Ya Sattar (O Concealer), " it means pee Him 
are fearing Him because of our sins. We are seang are 
to hide our sins and forgive us. They say: OE re 
fearing and running away from hellfire." He p z 
have they seen hellfire?" They Say: "Q, QUE 11 they 
they did not see hellfire." He says: "And how WS see 
DEK they ase fire and hello" They eli. TE tee 
tee” ane SATA ANE 20 be running ŚRO" ES IES R 
more re, they are going to be runniuy =" how listen to 
this a and be even more afraid of habe ing you witness 
* Carefully: And God says: "I am ma ing : LNOGB. hy 
and does God naad witr > He needs no witne! 
make the eed witnesses PEAT g BOE 
You h angels witnesses? Does \*" d understand 
lave to read between the lines ar 
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meaning--not take it literally and misunderstand! Here 
God is ASSURING "that I have forgiven them." Why has 
God forgiven them? Because, as the beginning of tne 
hadith states, they are a group of people reciting the 
Names of God and remembering Him with the best of dhikr: 
LA ILAHA ILLALLAH as stated in hadith IV above. One of 
the angels says: "O my Lord, someone was there who did 
not belong to that group, but came for some other need." 
That person came for some other purpose than dhikr, to 
ask someone for something. God says: "Those are such a 
group that anyone who sits with them--no matter for what 
reason, even for five minutes, and no matter wnat his 
sins are--that person will also have all his sins 
forgiven." 


This hadith is "muttafaqun aleihi," which means 
that everyone is accepting it. This is an authentic 
hadith of the Prophet (s) and no one can deny it. Now, 
if you want to argue, say: "We want to argue.” But if 
you want to understand, say: "We want to understand." 
And there is no need for fitna, confusion and trouble 
after that. 


You can write a whole book from that one hadith if 
you were to explain it as it should be. Explaining a 
single hadith of the Prophet (s) takes a book. His 
sayings are also considered >» (,>s --revealed and 
inspired. Therefore, there are many, many meanings 
inside that you can keep extracting as in a mine; but 
time is very short. Do not read hadith as children read 
stories. Hadith is not a story. You have to understand 
what is inside the words and sentences, and which is 
hidden from you. You cannot read hadith as you read a 
story in a book that you pick up. 
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I can always keep (i.e. in particular, 
many rules and conditions that must be kept in general) " 
By reading that the man said there were too many SHALE kc - 
to keep, you must understand that he was unsure eiii 
could keep them all. He wanted something that he would sa 
sure to keep always. The Prophet (s) said: " (I am siisii 
you in one thing:) Keep your tongue always moist with 
dhikrullah." This is the remembrance of God. How do you you 
make your tongue always remember God? By reciting, for 
example, the name of Allah on the beads of the tasbih: 
"Allah, Allah, Allah..." Or any kind of dhikrullah you like. 
That was an order of the Prophet (s) to that person, to 
recite dhikrullah with his tongue. Inthe other ahadith we 
saw also that one can be in a group and recite ina group. 


28 Opposed to the 





We recommend the books Riad as-Salihin by the Shafifi 
Imam Nawawi (631/1233-676/1277), and Madarij as-Salikin, 
by the Salafi Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (691/1292- 
751/1350), a student of Ibn Taymiyya the Salafi Imam. We do 
not deny anyone. We accept whatever the authorities say. 
The opinions of Imams may change, but the essence of the 
Sunna of the Prophet (s) is there and cannot change nor be 
changed. Some people say that we Sufis are away from Islam: 
No. We are Ahl as-Sunna wal-Jama‘a. We imitate the Prophet 
(8) as much as we can; we imitate the Sahaba, we imitate the 
four Imams, and insha Allah our worship will be accepted, 
and God accepts everyone. As we said, the essence is there: 
dhikr is there, in the books of these scholars, quoted in 
the same ahadith that we have quoted above. We can find in 
Ibn al-Qayyim’s book the the following hadith--and it would 
not be in his book if it were not 100% authentic: 


NY gb gl 





a Sw’, YLS Jus 


Jahat 4 AAC =. / a6 / s |” ,„ę” d’ | | s À 
Ka Aa Bylo pl m AST KŚ KME oe 
/ | : JL u [u "e —g- U = = J u yi At / a 
s ZAL) Los ISi ui a! tą. PY ee 
af E E © SKIN Y E sul yg’ y I JS 


PLE £ nii A - p s) É 3 


















20 


"The Prophet (s) was travelling on the road to Mecca. 
He passed by mountains called Jumdan. He said: "Move and be 
quick, for this mountain has overtaken the mufarridun, ’ 
They asked: ‘What are the mufarridun, O Rasulallah?’ He 
answered: ‘The people, men and women, who are reciting 
Ghikrullah.’" (Muslim) The mountain has overtaken the 
people because the mountain is reciting dhikr also. Ibnal- 
Jawziyya explains that the termmufarridun has two meanings 
here: 6a) AJ) >> YI Lely yga JJ LL! either the muwahhidun, 
the people engaged intawhid as a group, or the ahad furada, 
the same people as individuals sitting alone. 


From this example it is evident that, according to 
Islamic sharia, and according to the Sunna of the Prophet 
(8), in the explanation of Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyya the 
Salafi teacher, sittings of dhikr can be ina group, and can 
be all alone. In another explanation of mufarridun we have 
„jl abl pw Udi ‘those that tremble from reciting 
dhikrullah,’ pozd Jeż Le olla Y ale pasha di SUL jj paź) gel) 
pó pet le Yy ‘entranced with it perpetually, not caring 
what people say or do about them.’ This is because the 
Prophet (8) said: 
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_ ___Recitedhikrullah"--and, as we said, the best dhikr 
18 LA ILAHA ILLALLAH--as much as you want, "until people say 
that you are crazy and foolish" (Ahmad, Ibn Hibban, Hakim); 
and do not care about them | 
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aigi Wai polis aka UI 4g „ży Je 
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Jaber says, "There was one person reciting dhikr in 
ą loud voice. Another person said: If only that one would 
lower his voice. The Prophet (s) said: Leave him alone, for 
he is a lover of God." (Riad as-Salihin) According to all 
these ahadith we have read so far, reciting dhikr is done in 
a qawm--an assembly, an association, a group--and the 
arabic verbs show the plural person. When groups sit 
together reciting, how can they recite LA ILAHA ILLALLAH in 
a low voice? Everyone in his own heart? Then what is the 
benefit of sitting together? Let everyone sit alone. But 
we have just seen that, according to Ibn al-Qayyim, both 
possibilities are meant by the word mufarridun. 


XI 
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We are, insha Allah, Ahl as-Sunna wal-Jama'a and we 
act according to Qur'an, hadith and sunna. We don’t like to 
deviate and we don't accept any innovations in Islam. We 
are not saying that we are not sinners. Sayyidna “Umar said 
to the people, "If you see “Umar do something wrong, correct 
him." We are nothing in comparison to sayyidna “Umar or 
besides the Sahaba of the Prophet (s). But sometimes, we 
are obliged to read ina loud voice with our new brothers in 
Islam, because they don't know howto reador recite. Andwe 
must do this as much as possible inorder to teach them. How 
will they memorize Qur’an and prayers otherwise? We know 
full well this principle of fiqh, 21,329) zuj © 5 mali 
that “important needs make prohibited things permissible,” 
should this be considered among the cautionary or forbidden 
things. But dhikrullah is not against Islam; dhikrullah is 
true Islam. Donot say, therefore, that by doing dhikrullah 
we are doing something that is not in Islam or against 
Islam. No one can say such a thing. Loud repetition of dhikr 
and tasbih must be done every time in order to teach our 
brothers and sisters. If anyone has something to say 
against this, let him come to us. This is Islam as we 
believe it and we are against debate, fitna and confusion. 
Insha Allah we shall be counted among Ahl as-Sunna wal- 
Jama'a. 
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